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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 27, 29, 33-35, 37-43 and claims 62-63 filed 
on 4/29/2004 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 62-63 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 62 (line 8), claim 63 (line 8), "the image pickup" should be changed to -the image 
pickup process-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 62-63 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hoshina (US 
4,856,045). 
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Regarding claim 62, Hoshina discloses an image processing apparatus comprising an 
image pickup apparatus (video camera 15, figure 2, column 2, lines 28-60); a housing 
(videophone, figure 2); a detector adapted to detect a state of said housing (hook switch 16 for 
detecting the handset 14 is picked up or it is not picked up, figure 2, column 3, lines 1- 18, 
column 4, lines 1-57); a controller adapted to reversibly switch, according to a detecting output 
of said detector, between a first mode, in which an image pickup process is performed by said 
image pickup apparatus, and a second mode, in which any of a plural of processes other than the 
image pickup is performed (Hoshina discloses that the power circuit control 22 feeds power to 
display 2 and camera 15 only when an off-hook or a ringing signal is detected, the handset 14 is 
picked up to originate a call and camera takes picture, the movable section 7 is raised up (figures 
2-3, column 3, lines 1-13, column 4, lines 1-56, first mode), and when the handset 14 is put in 
recess 13 to end communication, the power circuit control 22 interrupts power supply to display 
2 and camera 15, the movable section 7 is lowered (figures 2-3, column 3, lines 1-13, column 4, 
lines 1-56, second mode). 

As for claim 63, claim 63 is a method claim of apparatus claim 62. Therefore, claim 63 
is rejected for the reason given respect to claim 62. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 27, 29, 33-35 and 37-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bullock et al. (US 5,675,358) in view of Yamagishi (US 5,857,059) further in 
view of Ogawa et al. (US 4,928,300). 

Regarding Claim 27, Bullock et al. disclose (Figures 1 and 2) an image processing system 
comprising an image pickup apparatus (118) including an image pickup unit (138); and an 
information processing apparatus (100) including an interface adapted to detachably connect said 
image pickup apparatus (See Figure 2 and Column 3, Lines 3-7 and Column 2, Lines 66-67 and 
note that the image pickup apparatus is clearly detachable since the computer is an off-the-shelf 
item to which the image pickup apparatus as a peripheral device clearly must be connected using 
a detachable connection); a detector adapted to detect that the image pickup apparatus is 
connected (See Column 5, Lines 8-13 and note that a detection of whether or not the camera is 
connected is inherent in the decision to supply power thereto); a memory unit adapted to store 
images which were picked up by said image pickup apparatus (Column 8, Lines 27-31); a 
display unit (114) adapted to display images picked up by said image pickup apparatus; and a 
controller, communicatively coupled to said detector, said memory, and said display unit, 
adapted to switch between a mode for displaying sequential images sent from the image pickup 
apparatus on said display unit (Column 5, Lines 29-43), and a mode for displaying an image 
which was picked up by said image pickup unit and stored in the memory unit instead of the 
sequential images on said display unit (Bullock et al. disclose the stack buttons 183 and 184 
determine all images displayed are to be stacked (stored). And a second global stacking function 
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allows only "stacked" images are displayed (column 5, lines 1-29). Note that these "images" 
were picked up by the camera. It clearly that images, which were picked up by the camera, are 
stacked (stored) and displayed. When the camera 1 18 in Bullock is disconnected from computer 
100 (Figure 1), there is no image transmitted from camera 1 18 to computer 100, therefore, only 
stacked images are displayed). 

Bullock et al. fail to specifically disclose a controller adapted to set a connection flag in 
accordance with a detection result of said detector. However, Yamagishi teaches an information 
recording device, in which the recording-medium discrimination flag is set according to the 
result of the detection of connection of the memory card 1 1 to the connector 13 (figure 4, column 
7, lines 63-67). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Bullock et al. by the teaching of Yamagishi in order to let 
the operator recognize the status of the connection. This would let the user can select the desired 
mode for displaying image. 

Bullock et al. and Yamagishi to specifically disclose a controller adapted to automatically 
switch between two modes for displaying images. However, Ogawa et al. teach a videophone 
with detachable TV camera, in which the image displayed on CRT display 4 being automatically 
switched between a reflected image and a true image (figure 5, column 4, line 60 - column 5, 
line 28). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Bullock et al. and Yamagishi by the teaching of Ogawa et al. in 
order to switch playing between two modes without user intervention. This reduces the 
operation of the user. 
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Regarding Claim 29, Bullock et al. disclose that the display unit displays an image sent 
from the image pickup apparatus in a window in a display screen thereon (Column 5, Lines 29- 
43). 

Regarding Claims 33-35, Bullock et al. disclose that the display unit displays a result 
detected by the detecting means as marks that relate to a camera and indicate an image pickup 
condition thereof (Column 5, Lines 29-43). 

As to Claims 37-41 see Examiner's comments regarding Claims 27, 29 and 33-35, 
respectively. 

Regarding claims 42-43, Bullock et al. disclose wherein said controller controls said 
display unit so as to display the image picked up by said image pickup apparatus, during an 
image pickup operation by said image pickup apparatus (Column 5, Lines 29-60) and display the 
image stored in said memory unit, during a cessation of the image pickup operation by the image 
pickup apparatus (images from the stack 206 may be displayed in several ways, Figures 12 and 
13, Column 7, Lines 59-67). 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LUONG T NGUYEN whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
9297. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM - 5:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on (703) 305-4929. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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